FORGE USE AND SAFETY
ANVIL SAFETY:

· Never strike the anvil with a hammer, even lightly.  The face of the anvil can be dented and can also crack sending pieces of metal out at you.
· Never use sharp edged tools such as center punches or chisels on the anvil unless I tell you to do so.
· Never try to move the anvil without assistance.  These anvils and there stands are not only extremely heavy, they are top heavy which makes them tip.  If one does tip while moving, just get out of the way and let it fall.  DO NOT try to stop it from falling.
· Always check that the hammer heads are secure on the handle.  A loose hammer head can fly off at the wrong moment and do serious injury.
· Always clean slag off of the anvil before and in between uses.  The flakes of metal that fall off the work piece will pile up and get pounded back into your project.
· Always use swift hammer strokes.  Hesitant swings because you are afraid of hitting your hand are the most dangerous.  If you are scared you will hit your hand, use vice-grips to hold the tool instead of your fingers.
HOT METAL:
· Never cool metal in water until it is almost cool enough to touch.  Put the back of your hand close to the piece and see if you can feel heat coming off.  When you don’t feel heat, you can then cool in water.

· Avoid oil containers without supervision.  Not only are these flammable but they are very messy.
· Keep a safe “swing” distance between yourself and others.  Without metal in the tongs hold them straight out and turn all the way around.  That is how far you should be away from anyone else.

· Watch out for hot flakes of metal falling on your skin when twisting and sometimes hammering metal.

· Always use pliers, tongs, goggles/glasses and gloves when in this area.  

· Leave all projects in the sand bins for cooling.

FORGE:

· Do not shove or throw metal into the forge.  The fire bricks are soft and can easily dented or broken.

· Use gloves and long tongs to insert metal into the forge.  This will prevent burns.

· Do not get too close to the forge.  The flames shoot out farther than you can see.

· When done for the day, be sure that the ball valve yellow handle is pushed all the way up to the vertical and that the small silver switch below it is turned off.

· Be sure that any long material is well supported out of the front of the forge.

GENERAL RULES:

No one is to even think about working on the forge with out my permission and presence in the room.

Whenever possible work in teams.  It is easier and faster to have someone help you with the vice or difficult movements.  Another set of eyes looking for safety is also nice.
Do not use a hammer that is too big for you to handle.  Use something that is comfortable and that you can control.  This will cause you less fatigue and the anvil less damage.
